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Guest Recital 
 
 
 
Steven Banks, saxophones 
Chen-Shen Fan, piano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, October 9, 2016 
3:00 p.m. 
Lawrence Memorial Chapel 
  
Fantasie Denis Bédard 
   (b. 1950) 
Steven Banks, soprano saxophone 
Chen-Shen Fan, piano 
 
 
From 8 Gedichte aus 'Letzte Blätter', op. 10  Richard Strauss 
 1. Zueignung (1864-1949) 
 8. Allerseelen 
 
From 4 Lieder, op. 27 
 4. Morgen 
Steven Banks, baritone saxophone 
Chen-Shen Fan, piano 
 
 
Second Meiosis Brian Penkrot 
   (b. 1978) 
Steven Banks, alto saxophone 
 
Pequeña Czarda Pedro Iturralde 
   (b. 1929) 
Steven Banks, alto saxophone 
Chen-Shen Fan, piano 
  
PERFORMER BIOS 
 
Saxophonist Steven Banks, age 23, has been described as “a breath-taking 
performer” by the Classical Voice of North Carolina. He is a native of 
Winston-Salem, NC. He is a current master’s student in the Northwestern 
University Bienen School of Music and regularly performs as both a 
soloist and as the baritone saxophonist of the Kenari Quartet. 
 
Since his solo debut at age 17 with the Durham Symphony Orchestra, 
Steven has performed and competed nationwide. He has won top prizes in 
several competitions, including 1 st prizes in the 2013 Indiana University 
Woodwind Concerto Competition, the 2011 Joseph M. Bryan Concerto 
Competition and the Durham Symphony Young Artist Competition. 
Steven was also chosen to perform on NPR’s From the Top on show 241 
at the National Gallery of Art in Washington D.C.  
 
As a member of the Kenari Quartet, Steven has won numerous prizes at 
chamber music competitions around the country. Kenari will be releasing 
its first CD recording in early 2016 under the Naxos music label. Most 
recently, Kenari has done masterclass and recital tours in California and 
Texas for public schools and universities. 
 
Steven is an alumnus of the University of North Carolina School of the 
Arts and the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music. His primary 
teachers have been Dr. Otis Murphy and Taimur Sullivan. 
 
 
Pianist and collaborative artist Chen-Shen Fan regularly performs for 
audiences throughout North America, Europe and Asia, as soloist and 
chamber musician. His playing has been heard on WQXR in New York 
and WFMT in Chicago.He is a top prize winner of numerous 
competitions, including the International Young Artists Piano 
Competition in Singapore and the American Association for 
Development of Gifted and Talented Piano Competition in New York. 
These major prizes have led him to play his Carnegie Hall debut and a 
press conference showcase at Steinway Hall in New York City. Most 
recently, Chen-Shen was selected as one of the five fellows in Luminarts’ 
2016 Classical Music Fellowship Competition, winner of the 2016 
Evanston and North Shore Music Clubs Scholarship Competition and the 
first prize of the prestigious Thaviu-Isaak Endowed Piano Scholarship 
Competition at Bienen School of Music, Northwestern University in the 
2015-2016 school year. 
 
Of special interest to Mr. Fan is music of our time. He has co-founded the 
Two Islands Duo and premiered repertoires of guitar and piano. Two 
Islands Duo’s recording of Italian contemporary composer, “Angelo 
Gilardino, salute from New York”, was released in 2014 on the Berben label. 
The album can be heard on both iTune and Spotify. As the result of the 
album, Fan was featured on Italian guitar magazine Seicorde and the 
classical music magazine FineMusic of Sydney. Currently, Chen-Shen serves 
as the principle keyboardist of the Contemporary Music Ensemble at 
Bienen School of Music, where he has the privilege of working closely with 
world renowned composers like David Lang and Esa-Pekka Salonen; and 
elite groups such as the International Contemporary Ensemble (ICE) and 
Alarm Will Sound. 
 
Born in Taiwan, Chen-Shen began studying piano at age five and viola 
four years later. He worked with Solomon Mikowsky and Alexandre 
Moutouzkine at Manhattan School of Music and Angela Hewitt at the 
International Trasimeno Masterclass Series at Spoleto. In June 2016, 
Chen-Shen graduated with a Master of Music degree from the Bienen 
School of Music, Northwestern University where he was the receipient of 
Alvia S. & Helen Vankirk Scholarship and achieved the Program Honor 
of the class of 2016. Currently, Chen-Shen serves as an instructor at the 
Bienen School of Music and resides in Wilmette, IL. 
 
 
